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LIBRARIES SEEK
MAJOR GIFTS
FOR RARE BOOKS
LIBRARY
Plans for the new Rare Books and
Special Collections wings at the
Thomas Cooper Library continue
to be developed. The campaign
is still in the silent phase, but a
number of donors are considering major gifts.
An advisory committee is
being developed to share exper-

Helbert A. Paus, 1917

tise with the library staff. The

"POSTERS OF THE GREAT WAR" EXHIBIT
ON DISPLAY AT MCKISSICK MUSEUM
"Posters of the Great War," an exhibit featuring 36 artistic creations designed to inspire
patriotism and support for America's participation in World War I, went on display at

committee is studying rare books
libraries throughout the country
and is fine-tuning the plans to
insure the development of a stateof-the-art building for USC.
Prospective donors may

the McKissick Museum on November 11. The items were selected from a group of over

opt for naming opportunities

140 dramatic and visually compelling posters which comprise an important segment of

beginning at the $250,000 level.

the Thomas Cooper Library's Joseph M. Bruccoli Great War Collection.

General contributions made to

The Joseph M. Bruccoli Great War Collection was established in 1999 by Matthew J.
and Arlyn Bruccoli in memory of Profeswr Bruccoli's father, who fought in the war and
was wounded in France.
The posters in the exhibition were created by noted artists from the United States,
Great Britain, France, Italy, Canada, and Austria. Major artists represented in the exhibit
include Lucien Jonas from France, and Americans Howard Chandler Christy, Harrison
Fisher, James Montgomery Hagg, and Joseph Pennell. Because of the varied subject
matter covered by the posters (recruiting, home front causes, the role of women, Liberty
Bonds, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, etc.), they will provide appropriate research
materials for library users from many disciplines.
After the exhibit opened, several new items were purchased for the collection
through funds provided by an anonymous donor. In addition, about 50 new items have
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the George Terry Memorial Fund
will be dedicated to the building.
Contributions of all amounts are
welcomed as many library supporters work together to bring
the building into reality.
The University has pledged
support to renovate the Thomas
Cooper Library once the Rare
Books and Special Collections
wings are completed.

THE THOMAS COOPER SOCIETY EVENTS, 2002-2003
by Stephen R. Fitzer, President, 2002-2003

and Special Collections facility, provide

It has been my honor to hold this office

evidence of that continuing support.

since July 1, 2002, the same day that Presi-

The society participated in and co-

sponsored other events which showed off
various collections including the Lou and
Betl1 Holtz Library Endowment Dinner in

dent Sorensen and Dean Willis began

sponsored the USC Writers' Festival

August. We saw the development team,

their service to the University.

in October, which included a talk by

headed by Carol Benfield, not only meet,

Christopher Buckley; a presentation with

but double its Bicentennial Campaign

professional staff and development staff

the Department of Music of Great War

goal.

eased the transition, as well as special

Songs in November; a talk by Dr. Joseph

attention from people like Dr. C.

Cohen in January; and a book signing

Warren Irvin, Jr., may he rest in peace,

by Hal Brunton, also in January. I have

her and her successor, Lucile Mould, both

Betsy Miller, and Patrick Scott.

represented the society at meetings of the

of whom I have known for nearly 25

University Libraries Executive Commit-

years.

The existence of a most capable

President Sorensen quickly exhibited
the same interest and dedication to the

tee, the Ex Libris Society, tlle Treasures

library as his predecessor by attending

Acquisition Program, and the South

the Thomas Cooper Medal for Distinction

Carolina Book Festival.

ill the Arts and Sciences ceremony in

The society has provided a full slate

I thank my board, especially my successor, Patricia Mason, and I congratulate

We presented Honorary Life Memberships in the society to Kenneth Toombs,
director emeritus of the USC Libraries,
and Davy-Jo Ridge, former head of pub-

honor of George Plimpton. In this, one of

of programs, activities, and materials to

lic services and gave the 2003 Thomas

his first public appearances, the president

the membership, despite belt tightening at

Cooper Society Book Collecting Award

was accompanied by his wife, Donna.

the University: We have been witness to

to Harry Hootman, a graduate student

Both Mrs. Sorensen's election to the

the opening of the Joseph Heller Papers,

in the Department of English. I can now

incoming Thomas Cooper Society Board

the Isaac Rosenberg Exhibit, the Ralph

publicly announce that the recipient of

of Directors and the University Libraries

Waldo Emerson Exhibit, the John Abbott

the 2003 Thomas Cooper Medal for Dis-

Executive Committee, as well as the pres-

Watercolors Project, and the Roy Collec-

tinction in the Arts and Sciences will be

ident's approval of the new Rare Books

tion of John Burroughs. We hosted and

Nobel Laureate, Mr. Derek Walcott.

IN MEMORIAM
The University Libraries lost a valued

accomplishment was the establishment

friend when George Plimpton, noted

and continued production of The Paris

American author and editor, died on

Review beginning in 1953. The journal's

September 25.

hallmarks included publication of the

Over the past decade, Plimpton was
a regular visitor to the Thomas Cooper

works of emerging authors such as
Roth and Kerouac and of interviews in

Library, m ost recently in 2002 when

which literary giants such as Faulkner

he was presented with the Thomas

and Hemingway discussed the craft of

Cooper Medal for Distinction in the

writing. Among Plimpton's celebrated

Arts and Sciences for a lifetime of
achievement in literature. In 2000, he

books are Paper Lion (1966), Shadow Box

participated in a library symposium

appeared in cameo roles in several

entitled Humor in Literature and starred
as R Scott Fitzgerald in his dramatic

films including Reds (1981), Little Man
Tate (1991), and Good Will Hunting

reading Fitzgerald & Hemingway: A

(1997). His familiar voice played a

Dialogue.
Plimpton was noted for the range
of genres within which he worked and
for the breadth of topics he treated,
from sports to literature. His prime

(1977), and Home Run (2001). Plimpton

George Plimpton

major role in Ken Burns' PBS television

induction into the American Academy

series Tire Civil War.

of Arts and Letters. In connection

In 2002, Plimpton received two
prestigious honors, the French Legion
of Honor's Chevalier Award and

witl1 the latter honor, Plimpton was
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d escribed as "a central figure in American letters."

GRAPHIC FICTION
SYMPOSIUM
HELD IN FALL
A symposium and exhibit designed to raise
awareness about graphic fiction was presented at
the Thomas Cooper library on November 18--19.
Appearing at the symposium were three of the
best-known figures in the international arena of
the comics and the graphic novel, Jean-Marc Lofficier,

hls wife, Randy Lofficier, and Roy Thomas.

Symposium events included "The History of
the Comics and the Graphic Novel in France" by
the Lofficiers, and 'The Comics: Yesterday, Today,
Tomorrow" by the Lofficiers and Roy Thomas.
Jean-Marc Lofficier is a writer of books and
comic books about science fiction and fantasy.
Together, the Lofficiers have authored books
about movies and television, as well as numerous
comics and translations, including the Moebius
graphic novels. They were awarded the Inkpot
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Comic
Arts in 1991.
In 1961, Roy Thomas became involved with
the comic book "fandom" movement which was
stimulated by the re-birth of super-hero comics

Thomas' most recent comics work has been the DC graphic

at DC Comics and Marvel Comics. Between 1961 and 1980, he

Elseworlds, and novels Superman: The War of the Worlds and JLA:
The Island of Dr. Moreau . He is currently writing a parody comic
book special entitled The History of the Bongo Universe for the
company that publishes The Simpsons comics and a pair of stories
for the forthcoming comic, The Escapist.

worked on the seminal fanzine Alter Ego and wrote and edited
for DC Comics and Marvel Comics where he was editor-in-chief
from 1972 to 1974. Deciding he preferred writing comics to editing them, Thomas turned his talents to writing about Conan the
Barbarian, the X-Men, Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, Thor, the

He is also serving as an advisor and on-screen commenta-

Incredible Hulk, Daredevil, Dr. Strange, the Avengers, the Invaders, the Defenders, Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, All-Star

tor for an upcoming Discovery Channel special on comic book
super-heroes, and edits a new monthly version of the magazine

Squadron, Arak Son of Thunder, Green Lantern, Justice League

Alter Ego, which features interviews with and articles about the

of America, Justice Society of America, and numerous others.

creators of comic books from the 1930s through the 1970s.
Co-sponsors of the event were the College of Liberal Arts;
the College of Mass Communications and Information Studies;
the South Carolina Honors College; the Department of Art, the
Department of Languages, literatures, and Cultures; the Thomas
Cooper library; and the Thomas Cooper Society.
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NEW ENDOWMENT FUND SUPPORTS SCIENCE
AND MATHEMATICS JOURNAL COLLECTION
The University Libraries will benefit

The Thomas Cooper Library Office of

nals, the Herrs wish to assist in providing

Development announces the creation

needed journals for future generations of

greatly from the forward-looking efforts

of the 'Tilomas Cooper Library Science

students.

of Dr. and Mrs. Herr and are very grateful

and Mathematics Journals Endowed
Fund. The fund was established by Dis-

Professor Herr has been a strong sup-

for their generosity.

porter of the libraries since beginning his

Donations to the endowment are
welcome. They should be made payable

tinguished Professor Emeritus, Dr. John

career at USC in 1959. He also served as

M . Herr, Jr., and his wife, Lucrecia, to

an outstanding president of the library's

to the USC Educational Foundation for

assist in offsetting the increasing costs of

support group, the Thomas Cooper Soci-

fund "A11064" and mailed to: Annual

journals for the Thomas Cooper Library

ety in 199&-99.

Giving Programs, USC Development

in the fields of science and mathematics.

In addition to his own donation to this
endowment, Professor Herr is leading the
effort to encourage contributions from colleagues at the University and elsewhere.

Office, Byrnes Building, 901 Sumter Street,

Recognizing the heavy burden placed on
library acquisitions funds by increasingly
expensive science and mathematics jour-

Columbia, SC 29208.

EDUCATIONAL FILMS
COLLECTION RETURNS
TO THE THOMAS
COOPER LIBRARY
The University Libraries' Educational Films
Collection, which has had four different
homes in its 30-year history, has recently
been relocated to Level 3 of the Thomas
Cooper Library. Film checkout takes place in
Room 317 and viewing rooms are located in
Rooms 319 and 307.
The Educational Films Collection comprises about 4,800 VHS tapes and over 300
DVDs, as well as several thousand 16mm
films which are located at the Library Annex.
The collection is available to all USC faculty,
staff, and students. All of the collection's
titles are listed in USCAN and the library has
facilities for viewing VHS, DVD, and 16mm
film formats.

Faculty are encouraged to participate in
the film selection process by requesting films
for use in their classes. Faculty may also
subscribe to an informational listserve about
new acquisitions and other Educational
Films Collection news. For more information
or to request that a film be ordered, please
contact LeeAnne Krause at 803-777-2858, or

Mr. Kenneth E. Toombs and Mrs. Davy.Jo Ridge at the rededication of a
decorative wall hanging in the Thomas Cooper Library first floor lobby in
September. The wall hanging, which had been damaged and was restored,
echoes the brass hangings in the library's front windows. The wall hanging
was commissioned by library faculty and staff to honor Toombs, who was
instrumental in planning and overseeing construction when the University's
undergraduate library was expanded into the Thomas Cooper Library in 1976.

e-mail at llkrause@gwm.sc.edu.
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NEW MAP DONATION
ENHANCES DARWIN
COLLECTION
Ninety-two hand colored engraved 18th- and
19th-century maps of Australia, Tasmania, New
South Wales, and the Pacific Islands have been
donated to the Thomas Cooper Library by Fred
Holder, a native of Pickens, S.C.
Holder is a longtime supporter of the University Libraries and served as a member of
the Libraries' National Executive Committee.
On a visit to the Thomas Cooper Library to
view a major exhibition about Charles Darwin
from the C. Warren Irvin, Jr. Collection, Holder
recognized the potential value of contemporary
maps to enhance the collection. He began to
look for maps of the coastlines and islands that
Darwin visited during his epoch-making voyage with H.M.S. Beagle and eventually amassed

this wide-ranging collection.
The maps in the collection date between
1748 and the late 19th century, with the majority from the mid-19th century. Holder also
gave the library a copy of Albert F. Calvert's
two-volume history, The Exploration of Australia,
published in 1901.

New South Wales

SOCIETY PRESENTS
MEDAL TO
DEREK WALCOTT
The Thomas Cooper Medal for
Distinction in the Arts and Sciences
was presented to Nobel Prize winner
Derek Walcott in conjunction with

his reading at the USC Fall Festival of
Authors in October. Walcott is a poet
and essayist whose work combines a
presentation of life in his native West
Indies with a worldview of human
emotion.
His most noted work is his
epic poem Omeros, a version of
Homer's fliad and Odyssey set in
the Caribbean.

Left to right, Dean of Libraries, Paul Willis; President of the Thomas Cooper Society,
Pabicia Mason; and Thomas Cooper Society Medalist, Derek Walcott
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LIBRARY RECEIVES
NEW SHAKESPEAREAN
COLLECTION
A recent donation of books by and about William
Shakespeare includes two volumes printed by
Shakespeare's own most famous printer, William
Jaggard. Jaggard and his son Isaac printed the great
First Folio of Shakespeare (1623). The new collection
includes Jaggard's folio edition of Andrew Favine's
The Theater of Honour and Knighthood (1623), Ralph
Brooke's A Catalogue of the Succession of Kings ...
published by Jaggard in 1619, as well as 18th-and
19th-century Shakespeare editions, facsimiles of
Shakespeare quartos, and major reference sources
on Shakespeare's theatre.
The collection was donated to the
Thomas Cooper Library by Shakespearean
bibliographer and textual scholar, Professor
Trevor Howard-Hill who recently retired
from USC's Department of English.

"AN EVENING WITH LOU AND
BETH HOLTZ" SET FOR JANUARY
"An Evening with Lou and Beth Holtz," annual fund raiser for the Lou and
Beth Holtz Library Endowment for Undergraduate Resources at the Thomas
Cooper Library, is scheduled for January 23, 2004. The event will be held in the
library's Graniteville Room. Sponsors of the event are Wachovia and the Metropolitan Laboratories, Inc., of Norfolk, Vrrginia. The speaker for the occasion

will be noted American novelist, John Jakes.
The Holtz endowment supports the acquisition of books, journals, audiovisual materials, and electronic resources for the library's general collections,
which are heavily used by undergraduate students. For more information
about the Holtz endowment, please visit the Web site at www.sc.edu/library I
holtz.
Coach Holtz expressed the couple's strong support of the University libraries when he said, 'We just believe sincerely in the value of an education. The
library is of paramount importance if you are going to have an outstanding
university. USC's Thomas Cooper Library is one of the nation's finest research
libraries. I have always appreciated being associated with winners."
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NICHOLAS BASBANES
TO ADDRESS SPRING
LUNCHEON MEETING
The Thomas Cooper Society luncheon to
be held on February 18, 2004, will feature
a presentation by nationally-syndicated
columnist, Nicholas Basbanes. Basbanes
is the author of three books about books
and book collecting and will address the
society on these subjects.
Basbanes' books include A Gentle

Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and
the Eternal Passion for Books; Patience and
Fortitude; and A Splendor of Letters: The
Permanence of Books in an Impermanent
World.

THE RONALD C. BAUGHMAN COLLECTION
OF VIETNAM WAR LITERATURE
The Thomas Cooper Library has
recently received a collection of over
100 volumes of material about the
American experience in the Vietnam
conflict. Entitled The Ronald C.
Baughman Collection of Vietnam War
Literature, the materials were donated
by Mrs. Judith Baughman and
comprise items collected by her late
husband. Dr. Baughman (1940-2002),
who held a Ph.D. from USC, was a
James Dickey scholar and taught literature in the Department of Media Arts.
The collection includes many first
editions and early editions of novels,
poetry, memoirs, and background
studies which Dr. Baughman amassed
while researching his documentary
study, American Writers of the Viet-

nam War (Gale Research 1991). Also
included in the collection are letters Dr.
collection complements earlier military

Baughman exchanged with novelist
Trm O'Brien and several other writers

books about the Vietnam War from the

featured in his study.

William C. Westmoreland Collection,

Mrs. Baughman intends her hus-

and fiction from the period acquired as

band's collection to form the nucleus of

part of the library's Modem American

an ongoing collection. The Baughman

Writers Project.

American author, Tim O'Brien, is shown using the
typewriter on which Joseph Heller typed his masterpiece, Catch 22. The Thomas Cooper Library
had just received the typewriter when O'Brien
came to speak for the Freshman Reading Experi·
ence where freshmen discussed Heller's novel.
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been donated by Professor Marcia
Synnott of the USC Department of

Mrs. Matthew J. Broccoli.
The exhibition was curated

History. Synnott had been given

by Matthew J. Broccoli, Patrick

the posters by her father who

Scott, and Elizabeth Sudduth

OAKMAN GIFT
DOCUMENTS GROWTH OF
HUMANITIES COMPUTING

collected them as a young man

(Thomas Cooper Library) and by

Professor Robert L. Oakman has given the

during the war. She expressed her

Jay Williams and Jason Shaiman
(McKissick Museum).

Thomas Cooper Library a collection of books

satisfaction that the maps would
be preserved and cataloged so that

For more information,

many people could see and study

please contact the head of the

them in the future.

library's Department of Rare

Preparation and framing of

and other materials documenting the development of computer applications to the

Books and Special Collections,

humanities.
The collection preserves significant conference proceedings from the early years of

materials for the exhibit were

Patrick Scott, at 803-777-1275 or

interest in this field, as well as books and

funded largely through a dona-

scottp@gwm.sc.edu.

some of Oakman's own research papers.

tion from the Exxon Foundation,

A Web version of the exhibit

Oakman, who divided his teaching career at

matching a donation by Edward

is available at: www.sc.edu/

USC between English and computer science,

Hallman, '50. A printed catalog/

library I spcoll/hist/ gwposters/

authored a pioneer text, Computer Metlwds for

brochure was funded by Dr. and

posterintro.html.

Literary Research (1980, revised edition 1984).
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